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Starting as a beginner gardener can be frustrating,

overwhelming and intimidating. Tim and his wife, Greenhorn

Gardening fol lwers, had similar feel ings when starting thier

vegetable garden earl ier this spring.

This is the first in a ongoing series of case studies where we
look at and solve the problems beginners have when getting

started in vegetable gardening.

I 've certainly been there, wanting to get started right away but

not knowing enough to get going, fearing that you've missed

your window for planting and wondering if you messed

everything up along the way.

So, instead of me tel l ing you, here's an interview showing what

Tim and his wife did:

Q: I f you don't mind, would you give a brief rundown of

how you made your raised bed, materials used, soil

used and the l ike?

A: Garden rundown: We made a 4’ x 8’ raised bed

garden. The sides were 1 ’ x 4’ x 2” plastic playground

borders and secured in the ground with 2’ rebar. We got

the soil mix, made especial ly for gardens, from The

Ground Floor in Northport. We purchased our plants

from Lowe’s. All were good choices and wil l probably do

the same next year.
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Tim and Laurie opted

to grow from plants.

This is the fastest way

to get started. The

plants you buy have

been sprouted and

grown in commercial

greenhouses under

ideal conditions for

your area.

This wil l save you a lot

of time. Starting from

seeds can be

frustrating. Some

herbs take nearly a

month to sprout from

seeds!

What's the downside

of starting with plants?

Well , seeds cost

pennies; plants cost

dol lars.

Starting with plants wil l

save time.

Starting with seeds wil l

save money.
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Q: Was this your first year gardening?

A: Yes.

Q: Why did you want to grow some of your own

vegetables?

A: To save on cost and we like the taste better of home

grown veggies.

Q: What vegetables did you want to grow?

A: tomatoes, green & red peppers, and cucumbers

Q: What was one of the main difficulties in getting

started with vegetable gardening?

A: getting motivated to do it plus not feel ing l ike we had

enough info

Q: When it came to seeking advice on gardening, how

did you decide where to go or who to talk to?

A: My mom grew up on a farm so she was a natural

resource. Of course, when we discovered Damon had

a wealth of info and experience, he became another

prime resource.
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Note that Tim and

Laurie sought advice

from at least two

sources. I 've heard it

said that if you read

three books on most

any subject, that you'd

be ahead of 90

percent of the

population.

While a base of

knoweldge gained

from books, podcasts

or videos are a

tremendous help, a

veteran gardener can

offer years of past

successes and failures

that wil l help you save

time, money and wil l

help you avoid costly

mistakes.

My mother was a

farmer as well . I t was

her thoughts and

insights that helped

early on. Gardening

clubs, farmers and/or

freinds who are avid

gardeners can give

you a great head start.
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If you've been using

raised beds for any

length of time, you've

noticed that ants can

total ly take over your

raised bed!

Texas A&M University

has done a lot of

research in thier Texas

Imported Fire Ant

Research and

Management Project.

Fire ants are

dangerous. The first

thing you should do is

educate yourself a bit.

A lot of people don't

l ike chemical sprays

and such, but if you

have a big infestation

and plan to spend a lot

of time in your garden,

you'l l need to do

something.

For more on fire ant

research, saftey and

the latest agriculture

approved irradication

methods, go to:

http: //fireant. tamu.edu/

Q: So, did you have any surprises during the growing

season, things unexpected?

A: The tomatoes didn’t produce like we thought, and

the cucumbers took up a lot more space than we

anticipated – oh, and ant beds – what pests! Weren’t

sure how to treat them since they were around the

veggies.

Q: We all make mistakes, right? If you give it a go next

year, what kinds of things would you do differently?

A: not plant so many cucumber plants in such a small

space

Q: If there's one thing you've learned during this your

first growing season, what advice would you give to

others who are just getting started?

A: Start small with just a few veggies and get large

enough cages for tomatoes and cucumbers to cl imb.

Q: Okay, one last thing: Do you plan on trying it again

next year?

A: YES!
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1 . Seek a mentor.

2. Read three books

on gardening.

3. Give it time.

4. Start small .

5. Don't plant too

closely.

So, Tim and Laurie were rookie gardeners, and with access to

a wealth of knowledge, they've had a successful growing

season.

Money is tight nowadays. Food costs are sky rocketing.

Growing even a few salad vegetables for pennies on the

dollar, plus learning the skil ls to grow them can help you save

money in the long run.

Remeber that first year wil l be mostly for learning. With

Mentoring, soil id advice and a little stick-to-itiveness, you have

a succeful harvest despite difficulties and frustrations.

I also l ike how they prefered the taste of home grwn

vegetables. That's something hard to explain to people who

have never gardened before. We live in an age of

prepackaged everything, where most everything tastes l ike

everything else. When you have your own garden you can

plant sweet peppers next to hot pepper, and guess what? The

sweet peppers wil l have a little heat, and the hot peppers

change as well .

There are so many varieties to try. I f you're really

adventerous, you can breed your own varieties l ike the

hot/sweet peppers l isted above. You can grow things that

simply aren't available at your local grocery store and save

money while doing it!

Grow'em big,

Damon

GreenhornGardening.com
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