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Why Raised Bed Gardens Fail...
And How To Make Sure 
Yours Isn't One of Them!

Hey, Greenhorns! Damon, here.

I recently surveyed HUNDREDS of gardeners interested in 
raised bed growing, and I've spent countless hours out in the 
garden testing different methods to see what actually works. 

I learned a lot. Some of it was good. Some of it was bad, bad 
bad :( But, you know me; I'm happy gardener, so let's start 
with...

The Good News!

Based on my survey and from talking to students, many of 
you have prior gardening experience.  For those of you who 
don't, you've undoubtedly read lots of articles and books, 
watched endless videos on YouTube, and listened to lots of 
podcast episodes.

That's great, but that's where the good new ends.
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Bad News Item #1—Inadequate Irrigation

We talk about how great these raised beds are, but most 
people don't think about how to get water to the thing! 
Vegetables needs water. No water. No veggie garden.

Raised beds present a particular problem because there  is 
little reserve water. The old sow-in-the-ground method is 
great because plant roots and grow deep and get to the water 
stored under ground. Raised beds are limited to what's, well, 
in the raised bed. So you have to design a system that stores 
water in case you're not able water on as consistent a basis as 
you should. In other words you need backup!

Another thing is what to do when these torrential downpours 
happen. You know how it is, it's pretty outside, then the 
bottom falls out. Well, if you don't have a plan for shedding all 
that excess water, your garden will turn to mud, the plant 
roots will drown, and you would have lost an entire crop for 
the season.

Another thing: You need an irrigation system that waters the 
roots of the plants not the tops of the plants. 

Quick story:
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One year, I guess it was my second season of gardening, I had 
the bright idea of using an old-school fan sprayer to water my 
garden. The thinking was it'd simulate rain. Right-as-rain, 
right?

WRONG! Epically wrong!

Guess what? Fungal attacks killed my entire tomato crop. I 
did salvage a couple spaghetti meals out of it. How did the 
fungus ruin it?

See, if you water via overhead sprayer, that splashes down 
onto the surface of the garden kicking up fungus and all kinds 
of disease onto your plants. You're just asking for a sick 
garden.

Another thing is that you need to water your raised beds 
evenly. You need to wick the entire growing medium so that 
the roots can grow in most any direct and get water. In other 
words they won't have to search for water, it's all around. 
They'll be able to take up water when ever needed.

Another thing is that you want to save money while watering. 
If you start a vegetable garden, you'll have to water it. That 
means higher utility costs; the water bill goes up.
The next thing, well, an over head sprayer wastes water 
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because you'll have water evaporating before it even hits the 
ground! That's money disappearing into thin air. You have to 
pay for the water evaporating into the air!

If you water faster than the growing medium can absorb the 
water will run off. Again wasted water that you have to pay 
for, so you need an irrigation system that will deliver water a 
rate slow enough for the growing medium to absorb.

Just to recap you need a way of watering your raised beds that 
will limit the spread of disease, distribute the water evenly, 
watering only the roots, and has a growing medium that can 
both shed excess water, yet has enough organic matter to hold 
on to enough water in case of drought.

Which leads to the second item on our hit list...

Bad News Item #2—Inadequate Soil 
Preparation

There's one true thing about growing your own vegetables. 
The plant's roots have to grow in something. There are all 
kinds of systems out there, even some that use no soil at all. 
No matter. The plants all have roots, and those root have to 
grow in something: a growing medium.
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Soil is the most common growing medium—good, old 
fashioned dirt. The opposite end of the spectrum is 
hydroponics—growing with nutrient water solutions and 
ping pong balls; seriously, this actually works. Some where in 
the middle are soilless mixes are very popular with raised bed 
growers—basically compost and vermiculite.

Here's the thing...

Money. Raised beds are great, but some of these are so 
expensive it's hard to see how you'll save money on your 
grocery bill. Buying this stuff in bags from the big-box stores 
is very costly. You'll need a way to buy in bulk so that you get 
a great discount, providing a better value-per-dollar.

You'll also need to know how to prepare the soil under the 
raised beds. With certain type's of raised beds this isn't a 
problem, but there is a cost effective raised bed design that 
uses the soil underneath your raised beds. If you don't prepare 
it adequately you could be in for years of headache and pitiful 
harvests.

You'll also need to know how to keep your soil light so that it 
easily break apart, making it easy for your plant's roots to 
grow and spread.
Also you need a way to keep you soil from compacting. It will 
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compact over time. Rain and the shear mass of the growing 
itself will compact, squeezing out the air and making it harder 
for water to trickle down through the medium. 

This requires a special tool for aerating the soil deeply without 
turning the soil over. When you turn the soil over you totally 
disrupt the ecologist systems in place within the soil structure. 
You need to get air into the soil, but using rototillers do 
nothing but turn the soil over replanting weed seeds.

That's another point you'll have to have a way of dealing with 
weeds. I don't care what anyone will tell you, no matter what 
kind of garden you have you'll have weeds. Well, unless 
you're growing in a completely hydroponic system in 
artificially heated and cooled warehouse.

You need a way of eliminating weed threats from the start so 
they won't come back later. The wind blown weeds you get 
get atop them pretty easily, but the other have to be dealt with 
up front.
Do you see how this is starting to fit together? You have to 
have water delivered in the right way, and you have to 
prepare the soil in the right way. That's just to get the texture 
and moisture correct. The next step is food.
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Bad News Item #3—Inadequate Nutrition

Food. Yes, plants need food. Okay, so, let's say you have the 
right amount of water in the right way, and the right kind of 
soil and growing medium. None of that can feed the 
vegetables properly!

Imagine you bought a new puppy. You gave him a good bath 
with flee control shampoo. You take him to the vet for all the 
shots. You make him a nice comfy place to sleep. You even 
buy a tic-tock clock to keep him company at night.

Well, you forgot to buy dog food! He'll die, and you'll be sad. 
The same with your garden. In fact gardens are like pet 
ecosystems.

But, here's the secret...

You have to feed you garden he correct nutrient in the correct 
balance. Which leads to:

Bad News Item #4—Lack of Soil Testing!

I tell you, I've seen more gardeners fail because they have no 
idea of what's in their soil. They just buy the super go formula 
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of doom off the cheap-mart shelf and hose their whole garden 
down with the stuff without ever know what their gardens 
truly needed and in what balances.

Some people don't want to go through the trouble of a soil 
test, but there's a simple, easy way to do it that will only take 
10 minutes, and you'll get your results back in less that a 
week!

See, instead of guess how much organic matter you need, or 
fertilizer or whatever, the soil test tells you exactly what you 
need to do to get your garden up to the proper levels. Without 
this information you're just guessing. If you're guessing, 
you're failing. (Don't get me wrong testing things out in your 
garden is fine, but isn't that the point of having a test, to prove 
something?)

You can save years of worry by having a soil test. You can save 
cash on fertilizers and soil amendment as well.

Bad News Item #5—Improper Dimensions

One of the things I keep hearing is how raised beds are too 
wide and hard or difficult to reach in toward the middle. Well, 
this is because the raised bed was built too wide. I'm a tall guy 
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and even I have built raised beds.

The secret:
• Build the beds to your own bodily dimensions.
• Build your beds custom sized to you!

That's right. As time goes on my raised beds get narrower and 
narrower because, well, let's face it: I'm not getting any 
younger. I've found a great way to find the perfect width for 
you raised beds that won't strain your body and will make 
gardening far more comfortable for you.

Bad News Item #6—Compost That Fails :(

I know you've tried composting. It's all the craze, the one 
miracle soil amendment of doom. Compost is great, but here's 
why most compost fails:

Compost is not fertilizer!
Compost is a soil conditioner. It may have certain fertilizing 
effects, but it is not fertilizer or plant food. In other words 
people expect too much from their compost.

Here's what compost is really meant to do: It conditions and 
improves the soil texture and structure. What does that mean?
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Well, there are three types of soil sandy, clayey, and loamy. 
Sandy soil, well, it has lots of sand in it. It's loose and drains 
water well, but valuable nutrient washes away as well. Clayey 
soil is the opposite end. It has small particles, very dense and 
doesn't drain water well at all. The good thing is that it will 
hold onto nutrient well. Loamy soil is somewhere in the 
middle, i.e., a bit if sand, silt and clay.

Compost binds together loose sand, helping it hold on to 
moisture and nutrients. 

Compost breaks up dense clay, helping it drain water better, 
making it much easier for your plant's to spread and grow.

Compost adds organic mater to any soil, giving it the fungus 
and bacteria needed to break down plant food. Organic 
fertilizer can;t be used by the plants immediately. It takes time 
for the worms and microbes to break it down into a form the 
plants can use. Compost gives you microbial life forms needed 
to do that. In other words compost acts as our digestive 
system because plant don't have their own digestive system. 
That's why I say a raised bed growing is like having your own 
pet ecosystem.
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Bad News Item #7—What to Plant When? 

Okay, so, even if you have the correct soil, the correct watering 
system, the correct plant food, the correct microbes, well, what 
do you do and when? Certain things only grow during certain 
times of the year. You can't grow cold weather crops in the 
middle of summer. You could try, but you'll fail.

You need a schedule of operations. There are certain things 
that need to be done month after month, and I found a 
hundred year old gardening book with an excellent monthly 
schedule of operation so that you'll be on task with 
everything. I definitely plan to release that each moth so you'll 
know what to do and when.

If you don't do things at the right time, you'll miss out for the 
whole year. That's a frustration many raised bed grows have 
that I really don't want to see you go through.

 Bad News Item #8—Blossom End Rot 
on Tomatoes!!!

Okay, this is a big one. If there's one plant to grow in your 
raised bed garden it's tomatoes right? It's almost like a right of 
passage thing. Honestly I don't like growing tomatoes because 
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they're so much trouble. They're a sickly plant; they get sick 
easily compared to other things.

Blossom end rot is a big thing with tomatoes. It's a parasite 
that feeds on tomatoes deficient in calcium. Again, your 
veggies much have the right balance of food to be healthy. Too 
much nitrogen can be a problem as well. You need the right 
ingredients in the right balance at the right time. 

Whew! A lot has to go right to be successful at raised growing.

Okay, Here's the Story

I hope you've learned something in this report. I've spent 
several seasons and hundreds of hours experimenting, 
reading, and failing at raised bed growing, learning things the 
hard way.

My first raised bed garden failed. No matter what I did they 
failed, then my dear old mum gave be a bit of advise:

“All you have is this cow manure. You need fertilizer!”

From there I went into mad scientist and frenzied research 
mode and found what fertilizers worked and how to 
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proportion them correctly.

From there and dear old friend told me told me that 
gardening was all about finding what works best in your 
situation. I've held to that philosophy every since. Seek to find 
what works best in your situation and you will eventually 
succeed in raised bed growing.

As I mentioned before I stumbled upon this hundred year old 
gardening book called “Gardening Indoors and Under Glass” 
published in 1911 by a writer named F. F. Rockwell. I read this 
thing over and over and realized that the methods he 
described were what we call organic today. Back then organic 
was the way you did everything. It wasn't some special niche 
market or social trend. It was the standard way you did 
things.

The result was a huge leap forward in my gardening. 
Suddenly the whole garden year was mapped out for me. I 
learned how to extend the growing season so that you can 
grow year round. I learned how to rejuvenate the soil as not to 
deplete it. Lo and behold these old techniques worked just as 
well today as back then!

So, I took these old techniques, started using them and 
refining them a bit for modern time, taking advantage of some 
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of the new technologies we have to make things easier.

So, I came up with Raised Bed Growing Mastery online course 
with live action videos showing exactly how I do everything 
in my raised bed garden. I mean, seriously, this course was 
designed from the ground up specifically for raised bed 
growers and their special needs. 

This is not just another gardening course. It's critical that you 
understand this important distinction because it means the 
difference between success and failure for your raised bed 
growing efforts.
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